Epidemiological aspects of Babesia equi in horses in Minas Gerais, Brazil.
The prevalence of Babesia equi in two climatic regions of Minas Gerais state was determined using the indirect fluorescent antibody test (IFAT) with blood samples obtained from horses in two slaughterhouses. Of 399 samples, 241 (60.4%) showed a positive reaction. Anti-B. equi antibody was detected in every county studied, the prevalence being 59.7% for horses in the area where the temperature rises above 18 degrees C in winter and 61.4% in the area where it remains below 18 degrees C, indicating that climatic variation has no substantial effect on the prevalence of the infection in Brazil. Blood samples collected from all 95 horses on a ranch in the state of Minas Gerais, Brazil, on which clinical babesiosis had never been reported, were subjected to the IFAT Anti-B. equi antibodies were detected in horses of all ages, but with a significantly lower prevalence in animals less than 6 months old.